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Program Notes:

|. Dance in the Light of Music

The opening movement of Sonata for Piano: llluminations is a perpetual sequence of sonorities that
illuminate joyful and exuberant emotions. As a contrasting element, | have introduced a Romanian folk
song “On the Freedom Plains” that expresses the feeling of liberation. As a composer, | am drawn to the
deeps roots of folk music and how it can temper my musical thoughts and open up the music to
universal appeal. | chose a Romanian folk song in order to pay homage to my two oldest sons whose
mother’s linage includes Romanian ancestors.

Il. Deliquesce
Deliquesce: to disappear. In this contrasting slow movement, a simple song-like musical narrative

unfolds like a conversation while a melodic thread spins and orbits above. The musical thread gradually
is reduced to basic intervals before vanishing in its own resonance.

lll. Light Upon Water
The third movement returns to the jubilant emotions of the first movement expressing the brilliance

of light reflecting on water. A reflective, improvisatory middle section follows. Finally, the cascading
and shimmering sonorities return and a short coda concludes the sonata.

Duration: ca. 12:50



dedicated to Martin Jones

Sonata for Piano: Illuminations

sonata for piano

I. Dance in the Light of Music

Allegro Estatico William Grosvenor Neil
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II. Deliquesce

Lento William Grosvenor Neil
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III. Light Upon Water
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