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Program Notes:

These evocations of the night explore the rich sonorities of nocturnal thought

and emotion outside the realm of conscious awareness. [lluminating multiple
perspectives simultaneously on a single theme characterizes my solo piano music.
Romantic gestures, playful interludes, and exuberant sonorities make up these
short pieces. My son, writer Christopher Neil composed nine haiku reflecting

on each of the pieces. Our collaboration has informed the interpretation and
performance of these nine minatures. WN

Duration: ca. 15 mins.
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Falling once and then again

*Backwards I tumble
Dark encircles light.

Nocturne No. 1

Moderato e Tranquillamente
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*Haiku texts by Christopher Neil (copyright 2020)
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a tempo primo
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Nocturne No. 2

Suddenly awake
A worn path winds through dreams where
Andante . = 60 Time bends in dark space.
William Neil
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Nocturne No. 3

Quietly you touch
Scopes of such lusciousness that
All T am, endures.
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Nocturne No. 4

15

Breath like a drumbeat
I am ghost and soul combined.

Softly keeping time
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P Nocturne No. 5

Lying in the dark
While drowning in memories
Is true suffering.
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2 Nocturne No. 6

Enshrouded by night
The dawn, untethered, rises
A soft globe of thought.
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Nocturne No. 7

Whisper quiet prayers
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Alchemy of dreams.
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Aggraziato

Nocturne No. 8

In an hourglass
Measured time unfolds
Whilst time keeps beating.
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Nocturne No. 9

William Neil

Slumberous reverie yields

In elegant bliss
Reticent pleasures.
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