
William Grosvenor Neil

(2018)

TheComposerStudio.Com, LLC
© 2018 by William Grosvenor Neil

All Rights Reserved 

for soprano, violin, and two guitars



William	Grosvenor	Neil

(2018)

Love	poem	with	a	knife
for	soprano,	violin	and	two	guitars

TheComposerStudio.Com,LLC
©	2018	William	Grosvenor	Neil

All	rights	reserved



Soprano
Violin
Guitar	I
Guitar	II

Program	Notes

Love	poem	with	a	knife,	by	Kara	Jackson,	speaks	to	the	normalization	of	violence
in	our	world	and	the	betrayal	of	love,	man's	greatest	achievement	and	purpose.	The	author
presents	a	biting	satire	of	a	woman	trapped	in	a	violent	and	oppressive	relationship	as	the
equivalent	of	"loving	a	knife".			This	dramatic	setting	combines	elements	of	an	operatic	vignette,
popular	music,	and	the	classical	art	song.		

Duration:

Instrumentation

ca.	7	minutes



in	talking	about	loving	you,	I	consider	murder.	consider	your	pistol
of	a	mouth,	jaw	long	and	smoking.	when	I	ask	you	how	to	be	pretty	for	you,	

you	suggest	murder.	defend	it.	call	a	dead	woman	the	least	vain.
in	talking	about	loving	men,	my	mother	suggest	loving	a	knife

first.	learn	if	sharpness	can	be	a	good	father,	if	a	blade	can	make	kissy	faces.
every	woman	wants	a	man,	few	want	a	good	knife.		I	name	my	kitchen	a	love

war.	look	for	you	in	the	cutting	drawer.	look	for	you	in	my	razor.	make	a	romance
out	of	nicking.	I	have	no	secrets	for	first	dates.	just	keeping	chopping.	put	his	edge

to	your	neck.	he	will	let	you	bleed	first	(no,	after	you).	and	this	is	why	I	leave
and	come	back.	I	know	I'm	a	woman,	by	the	way	I	take	war.	by	the	way	I	let	weapons

give	me	children,	even	sliced	and	undone.	by	the	way	our	love	is	pressing	the	wound.

Texts	used	by	permission	from	the	author.

Love	poem	with	a	knife

by	Kara	Jackson



Commissioned	by	and	dedicated	to	guitarist,	Robert	Nathanson
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