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Program Notes:

Prairie Music is inspired by the magnificence of the American Great
Plains and the drama of extreme weather that characterizes this
geographical region. After traveling through the plains on many
occasions including a residency in the Badlands National Park in
2020, I have developed musical impressions that have resonated
powerfully with my vision of symphonic music. The sound of the
plains is embodied in the restless and mercurial nature of incessant
wind and weather changes where heat and moisture can build into a
severe thunderstorm unleashing the energy of a hydrogen bomb. The
music also embodies the restlessness of wind, where a gentle breeze
can transform into a piercing wind with sudden shifts in direction
and velocity that cannot be foreseen and often grow into mighty
cyclones instantly sowing terror and confusion from which there is
no defense. I was also reflecting musically on the preponderance for
catastrophic draught conditions in the lower plains that led to the
ominous phenomenon of "black blizzard" duster storms of the 1930s.
Finally, I was inspired by the imagined sound of bison, once
ubiquitous throughout the plains, stampeding across the horizon, the
sound of their hooves cascading into a thunderous roar.

WGN

Duration: ca. 10 mins.
This score is transposed



Instrumentation

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb & A

Bassoon

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

Timpani

Percussion (5 players)

(2 cymbals, 3 suspended cymbals: crash, ride, sizzle;
tam-tam, tom-toms, snare drum, bass drum, triangle,
temple blocks, tubular bells, glockenspiel, vibraphone)
Harp

Strings (18/16/12/12/4 optimal)

Violin I, II

Viola

Violoncello

Doublebass
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