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At
the
Edge
of
the
Body’s
Night
is a setting of Seven
Poems
by the poet and writer,  
Mark Strand.  These poems intrigued me with their potent brevity and mysterious symbolism. 
I  found in their riddle-l ike form a concise emotional message, ideal for creating short melodic 
themes and inspiring fantastic piano music.   When I recorded Mark’s voice reading the poems, 
I  knew that his recitation would be part of the compositional resources for the piece.  His resonant 
voice, enhanced by the audio editing process, provided a powerful context for the musical inter-
pretation of his words.  The addition of a soprano voice (Ashley Parker) in the digital landscape 
al ludes to the traditional art song setting of poems.  and her siren-call voice recalls the female
muse that I  imagined inspired the poet in writing his words.   The piano music guides the l istener 
throughout this fantastic journey of sound and music reflecting on the meaning and character of
 the poems and driving the dream-like narrative forward. 	

Performance of the digital acoustic: 

Each of the six movements (I  & I I  are combined) for piano are accompanied by a digital audio l
andscape as part of the performance.   At the beginning of each section, a cue is notated in 
the score to start the audio wave file.  I t is recommended that a high fidelity audio play back 
system be employed in the recital hal l or performance space. The sound system could be 
interfaced with a laptop computer or iPad operated by the pianist using a foot pedal similarly 
used with iPads supporting a digital part or it could be executed during the performance by 
a technician. 

Duration:   ca. 24 mins. 	
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1
At	the	edge
of	the	body’s	night	
ten	moons	are	rising.
	
2
A	scar	remembers	the	wound.	
The	wound	remembers	the	pain.
	Once	more	you	are	crying.	

3
When	we	walk	in	the	sun
our	shadows	are	like	barges	of	silence.	

4
My	body	lies	down	
And	I	hear	my	own	
Voice	lying	next	to	me.	

5
The	rock	is	pleasure	
and	it	opens
and	we	enter	it
as	we	enter	ourselves
each	night.	

6
When	I	talk	to	the	window
I	say	everything
is	everything.	

7
I	have	a	key
so	I	open	the	door	and	walk	in.
It	is	dark	and	I	walk	in.
It	is	darker	and	I	walk	in.	

Copyright	by	Mark	Strand,	use	by	permission	from	the	author	

Seven	Poems
by	Mark	Strand
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